DISCIPLESHIP - MATURING:

A WITNESS; Sect 1
Within our legal system here in Australia no hear-say evidence is admissible in court. For the ordinary citizen like you and I to have our evidence accepted in a court of law, we must have seen, heard, or experienced first hand, what we're talking about.

Yet for many of us Christians, our witness for Jesus Christ is without conviction, without the certainty of real experience. Many preachers and leaders speak against using experience in our witness, as if there were something wrong in that; as if we had no right to share the reality of the Word in our lives; that daily experience of walking with the Living Word; of finding the fulfilment of the promises of God day by day.

Again, we hear much talk against emotion, and how dangerous it can be, but would someone please tell me how I'm supposed to talk about the King of kings and Lord of lords dying for me; of him making me a co-heir with him for ever; without being overcome with deep emotion. I mean, what kind of marriage relationship would I have, if I only talked about my wife to others without emotion, just coldly and mechanically? And let's not forget that within the Word, marriage is used to show the relationship which the Lord wants with us.
    When Jesus first talked to his disciples about being his witnesses, he told them not to go in their own strength, but to wait for power from heaven.
(1) Luk.24:45-49 “Jesus opened the minds of the disciples to understand the scriptures, saying, “It is written that the Christ should suffer, and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sin should be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things, and I send the promise of my Father upon you, but stay in the city until you are clothed with power from above.”
(2) Acts 1:8 “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
(3) Micah 3:8 “But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgressions, and to Israel his sin.”
(4) Zech.4:6 “This is the Word of the Lord, “It is not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.”
(5) Luk.4:14 “Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report concerning him went out through all the surrounding countryside.”
When the disciples were filled with power, with the Holy Spirit, they began witnessing with great boldness.

(6) Acts 4:31 “When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke the Word of God with boldness.”
(7) Acts 4:33 “With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.”

(8) Acts 9:28-29 “Paul went in and out among those at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.”
It is absolutely essential in our witness that people know we have been with Jesus Christ. But how can they know unless they see us walk in the power of the Spirit of Christ when telling them who has made us what we are.
(9) Acts 4:13 “When the Jewish leaders saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they wondered; and they recognised that they had been with Jesus.”
(10) Gal.5:16 “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh.”

Our personal testimony must always show the truth of God's Word, and that that Word is meant to be experienced.  It is to this reality alone which we have the right to witness; i.e. the truth of God’s Word in Jesus Christ.
(11) 2Cor.5:17 “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has passed away, the new has come.”
(12) Mk.5:18-19 “As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him. But he refused, and said, “Go home to your friends, and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.”
(13) Ps.66:16 “Come and hear all you who fear God, and I will tell you what he has done for me.”
(14) Acts 22:3-16 Paul said, “I am a Jew, born at Tarsus in Cilicia, brought up in Jerusalem at the feet of Gamaliel, educated according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God, as you all are this day. I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women, as the high priests and the whole council of elders bear me witness. From them I received letters to the brethren, and I journeyed to Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished.
    As I made my journey and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone about me and I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” And I answered, “Who are you Lord?” And he said to me, “I am Jesus of Nazareth whom you are persecuting.” Now those who were with me saw the light, but did not hear the voice of the one who was speaking to me. And I said, “What shall I do Lord?” And the Lord said to me, “Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all that is appointed for you to do.” And when I could not see because of the light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me, and came into Damascus.
    And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, came to me, and standing by me said to me, “Brother Saul, receive your sight,” and in that very hour I received my sight and saw him. And he said, :The God of our fathers appointed you to know his will, to see the Just One, and to hear a voice from his mouth; for you will be a witness for him to all men of what you have seen and heard. And now, why do you wait? Rise, and be baptised, and wash away your sins, calling on his name.”
DISCIPLESHIP - MATURING: 
A WITNESS; Sect 2
In order for us to be effective witnesses we must first obey;

(15) 1Pet.2:9 “Put away all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander.”

And then we will have the Word confirmed in us in which we read in;

(16) Jh.5:25 “The hour is coming, and even now is here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.”
And we will experience the truth of;

(17) Ps.119:172 “My tongue will sing of your Word, for all your commandments are right.”

Of course our testimony is not meant to be confined to our own experience of God's Word, but must include his goodness to ALL his people.
(18) Is.63:7 “I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord has granted to us, and his great goodness to the house of Israel, which he has granted them according to his great mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love.”
(19) Ps.26:6-7 “I wash my hands in innocence, and go before your alter Lord, singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wonderful deeds.”
And our testimony must always include God's greatness and glory.
(20) Is.43:10-12 “You are my witnesses, says the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen, that you may know and believe me, and understand that I am He. Before me, no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me.
    I, even I am the Lord, and besides me there is no saviour. I declared, and saved, and proclaimed, when there was no strange god among you; and you are my witnesses, says the Lord.” 

(21) Ps.145:10-13 “All you works shall give thanks to you Lord, and all your saints shall bless you! They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power, to make known to the sons of men your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendour of your kingdom. Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations.”
We often don't realise what a very powerful weapon our testimony is in overcoming Satan in our own lives, and in the lives of others. It helps reveal the truth of God's Word and the depth of Satan's lie.
(22) Rev.12:11 “The saints have conquered Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.”
(23) Jh.17:17 “Father, sanctify them in the truth; your Word is truth.”
(24) Phil.4:13 “I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.”
If we don’t bear witness to the truth of God’s Word by our lives, then I wonder just whose children we really are!

(25) Jh.8:44 “You are of your father, the devil, and your will is to do your fathers desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and did not abide in the truth, because the truth was never in him. When he lies, he acts according to his own nature, because he is a liar, and the father of lies.”
What we have heard from the Word, what we know by experience to be true; not just what we believe to be so; that is what we must make known to others.
(26) Matt.10:27-28 “What I tell you in the dark, utter in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the rooftops. And do not fear those who can kill the body, but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both body and soul in hell.”
(27) Ps.40:9-10 “I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; I have not restrained my lips, as you know Lord. I have not hidden your saving help in my heart, but I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation. I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation.”
Remember, if we are ashamed of Jesus, the Word of God before men, it is taken by him as a denial of him.
(28) Matt.10:32-33 “Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven. But those who deny me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”
(29) Mk.8:38 “Whoever is ashamed of me, and of my words, before this sinful and adulterous generation, of him will the Son of man be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels.” 
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